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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


Tie INSUFFICENCY OF EARTHLY GQOD. ‘ 
“ TITe feedeth on ashes.”’—Isai. 44, 20. 


( Continued from page 691.) 


IN our day, there are gods many, and idolaters many, whos¢ 
fecund imaginations are ever pregnant with unborn deities. Men* 
tal idolatry i is, perhaps, as prevalent and as prejudicial to the souls 
of men, a8 ever the public worship of images was among the an- 
cient nations. Yea, mental ifolatry is not so easily exposed and 
reproved, as the folly of making a wooden god, and is therefore, 
in multitudes of jpstances, more ¢ertain perdition to the devotee. 

Idolatry frequently found its Way into the Hebrew church; and 
in like manner, idolatry often has a temporary existence 
craoog te ehlllvesroDN kingdom. I write from my own sad 
éxperience, and from the cojjfessed experience of christian friends. 
1 confess my sin. Ah, me® I am a sinful man, O Lord. 

‘Who has not, at timesJoved atid served thecreature more than the 
Creator ? Whose heart has not gone astray after itsidpls ? after the 
usts of the flesh? after the lasts of the eye, and the pride of life ? 
And what good man,has nothad occasiontésigh, ing, “ah ! Thave 
been feeding upon ashes 2” Blessed be God, however, that tears, ashe 
dust, and repentance are not the christian’s only food. He has 
“ meat to eat, which the world knoweth got of.”* 

Vou. T. 45 


/ 
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One secks happiness, permanent and satisfactory, in literary 
eminence. It is not his aim to make his knowledge subservient 
to the glory of God. “ He feedeth on wind.” 

Another expects to satisfy his soul by the acquisition of office. 
When he becomes command¢r in chief he will be nothing nearer 
contentment than when first elected to a subaltern post. Honor 
isa puff. “ He feedeth on wind.” 

Another is neither dazzled by the glitter of wealth, nor bereft 
of passion by the immaterial allurements of science ; nor deafen- 
ed to all other music by the songs of war, fame, and glory. He 
prefers the pleasures of sense to the luxuries of intellect. He 
finds “ more bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares 
and nets, and her hands as bands. Whoso pleaseth God shall es- 
cape from her ; but the sinner shall be taken by her.” “ He feed- 
.| eth on ashes.” 

Where is the man of feeling and morality, whose heart has 

- been sore vexed with the disappointments of business, the pur- 
suits of honor, fame, and wealth? He looks upon his amiable 
partner, his loyely children, and a few selected friends, saying» 

«“ I despair of happiness except it be derived from you.” He 

makes aman his trust. He should say, “ I despair of bliss ex- 

cept I can find it in religion.” His partner is but finely moulded 7 

dust. She and her children, and his friends must be reduced fo 
ashes. ; 

« O that thou hadst hearkened” to the divine commandments! 
then had thy peace been as q river, and thy righteousness as the 
waves of the sea.” : ; 

One oByecY only,.can satisfy the desires of .our immortal 
souls: ‘Hg, who is seeking to satisfy his soul with any other ob- 
ject, “ feedeth on ashes.” Jehovah alone can satisfy us with long 
life, even immortality. He alone can preserve us from all acci- 
dent and enmity, make existence a blessing, annihilate our fears, 
inspire us with perfect confidence, gratify our boundless desires, 
accomplish our hopes, furnish us with agreeable employment, 
bless our friends, save our souls, and cause us to experience and 
communicate felicity, to the utmost of our capacity, forever and 

ever. 
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If then, we fix our affections, supremely, upon any being be- 
side Jehovah, and say, ‘“ the possession of this will satisfy us,” a 
deluded heart leads us aside from the truth: we are seeking con- 
solation where it is not to be found; we are eating what is not 
good : we are glutting ourselves with bitter, gnawing ashes, which 
must be ejected, and the vile body cleansed, and the vitals renew- 
ed, or produce eternal death. 

Our case is such, that it is necessary, infinite wisdom, power, 
and love should act in concert to restore our lost peace, recover 
us from sin, and make us happy. If then we seek for peace, ho 
liness and felicity from any earthly good, or all human power ex- 
erted, we are seeking in vain, we are procuring disappointment, 
we are wasting our privileges, despising the fountain of life, 
drinking in iniquity, feeding on ashes; spending our “ strength 
for nought,” and our “ money for that which is not bread.” Christ 
is the bread of life. If any man feed upon him, he shall live for 
ever. He is the manna from heaven. Let any one fix his affec- 
tions upon him, and he will be found a worthy object, altogether 
lovely. Hope in him, and your hope is not vain. Trust in him, 


“and he will be found faithful. Love him, and he will become all 
‘yourdesire. His doctrines wil! support your spirit, as wholesome 
‘food supports the body. Reject him, and confide in man ! It will 
‘be your ruin. Look for permanent felicity from the world! You 


feed on ashes. Temporuwl riches, honors, pleasures, connexions 
and hopes, when tried in the fire, leave nothing but ashes. The 
‘whole material universe shall be melted down and either wholly 
vaporate in smoke, or be blown away like the ashes of paper. God 


remains, He is a substantialy“everlasting good. 
E. S. Err. 





é RETURN OF PRAYER. 


It is the peculiar glory of the Gospel, to blend privilege and 
duty together, so that obedience is rendered as much the fruit of 
choice, as of obligation. This is true of every part of christian 
practice ; and especially of prayer, which one defines to be, “ fxs 














YOs RETURN OF PRAYER. 
ting tie fpromiscs of God into suit.” For this purpose, a thretis 
of grace is erected, and liberty of access is granted, to those on 
whom the spirit of grace and supplication is poured. To afford 
encouragement, God is stiled the hearer of prayer,* and has 
promised all needful assistance in this exercise, so that the pray- 
er of faith and fervour shall avail.¢ Since this is the case, much 
more is required of those who draw near to God, than merely 
making known their requests to him. When blessings are sought 
for in prayer, they should be waited for in faith. Like the ostrich,t 
who deposits her eggs in the sand, and then leaves them with- 
out any further attention, are many who profess to maintain inter- 
course with God in prayer; they pour out their hearts to him, 
_and express desires of various blessings, and frequently com. 
plain that God has shut out their prayer, when they never watch- 
ed to see || what peculiar blessings God bestowed upon them ; nor 
considered whether their enjoyments in the least corresponded 
with their requests. It is certainly the duty of those who pray 
in spirit, to exfect, and ebserve, returns of prayer. 

¥t is the duty of those who pray in spirit, to expect returns of 
prayer. Here it maybe necessary to observe, that though this is 
the ‘case in regard to such an act of obedience, God exercises a 
special sovereignty, both as to the seasan and natwre of the an- 
swers he bestows. We may sometimes pray for a particular 
blessing, which God sees fit not to grant; and, though many are 
discouraged on this account, it is certainly from want of consid- 
eration. For, if God denies the suit of the soul in one respect, 
he may grant some unsought good, which, though not similar te 
what was desired may be more Waluable and advantageous; “ Hf 
one should ask for silver, and the same weight be given him of 
gold, he has no reason to complain.” ‘his is frequently the case 
in regard to prayer, where there is often a transmutation, but 
never a failure. This would be more discerned, if faith was more 





* Psalm Ixy. 2. » o> James, v.16; 


}-Vide Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible, art.'Ostrich. Job, 
KNKIx. 13, 14. ' 


ff Habbakkuk, ti. 1. 
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xercised after prayer: for want of which, it is no wonder that 
many remain ignorant of their success in this respect. 

Let it be renvembered, that prayer is not done, when we retire 
from the more immediate presence of God; it is not completed, 
till it is accomplished : for, as one observes, “ When we have 
put up a faithfui prayer, God is made our debtor by promise, and 
we are to take notice of his payment, and give him an acknowledg- 
ment of the receipt of it; which certainly cannot be done, un- 
iess there be an expectation of a gracious answer. Without this» 
there can be no motive to discharge the duty, buta sense of od/i. 
gation. Nor can there be any reason for enlargement of heart in 
in it, or -confidence in God. Faith can have no employ, where 
the soul has no hope. In such a case prayer becomes merely an 
act of homage to God, considering him as the Governor of the 
universe ; whereas otherwise, it is the expression of filial love. 
and dependance : nor can we, consistently with our profession of 
sincerity, ask biessings from God, when we have no expectation 
that he will communicate them. Truly was it said, that, most 
take prayer asa PRESCRIPTION Only, but not as a@ means,” which 
ought to be the case, as our expectation never exceeds our inten- 
tion in any business. 

But while it is our duty to expect, it is equally so to opsERvE 
returns of prayer. ‘To confirm this, we have the testimony of a 
cloud of witnesses. Simeon had waited for the consolation of Is- 
yael; if so, he had earnestly prayed for a sight of the Messiah. 
This was granted kim, and when enjoyed, he says, “ Now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy sal- 
vation. Similar to this, is the conduct of all who are taught of 
God—of all whe are taught te pray. Without such an observa- 
tion of answers given to prayer, it is iittle better than a solemn 
profanation of a divine ordinance, which is instituted by God to be 
a means of obtaining what we desirc. Nor can such persons be 
acquitted of the charge of taking the name of Ged in vain; as it 
is in fact supposing both his unwillingness, and inability to regard 
our supplications. It is to let God «peak in vain to us; for pray- 
ers, when answered, are like dialogues ; so that there must be a 
mutual regard inthe parties concerned. Such conduct might ve- 
?y justly provoke God in future not to answer at all: as one great 
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design which God has in regarding us, is to excite to praise 
which, by such neglect, will be prevented. Prayer and praise 
ought to be intimately connected; tiey should be like the double 
niotion of the lungs: the air that is taken in by prayer, should be 
breathed out again in praise. Experience may be greatly enrich- 
ed by such an observation of the divine conduct, so that ihe soul 
may be brought to say, with one in the same circumstances, & J. 
have tried God often, henceforth I will trust him. Surely such 
a frame of mind must be desirable, as the attainment of those whe 
are the sincere followers of the Lamb. 

Avoid slothfulness in prayer. Qui frigide rogat, docet negare. 
God delights not in a formal, but a fervent spirit. 


«“ © let me feel the fire of zeal, 
In drawing near to thee.” 


Those prayers that awaken God, must awaken us. Beware, 
professor, of neglecting this-duty, of remissness in it, or of in- 
attention subsequent to it. God is omniscient, to discover the 
thourhts of the heart ; and omnipotent, both to relieve the wants of 
the soul, and to venge the injuries of his insulted majesty. 





An anecdote relative to Dr. Goodwin, and which illustrates the 
preceding essay, may not be disagreeable to our readers. That 
great man lay wind-bound in hourly suspicion that the pursuivants 
would stop his voyage, and seize his person, before the wind would 
favour his getting away for Holland. In this distress, humbly 
praying to the Lord Jesus Christ for a more propitious gale, he 
said, “ Lord, if thou hast at this time any poor servant of thine 
that wants this wind more than F do another, I do not ask for the 
changing of it: I submit unto it.” Immediately the wind came 
about to the right point, and carried him clear from his pursuers: 

iniapacginl sr 


, 


A SCRAP. 
It is a great thing to enjov the gospel of peace ; but a greater 
‘6 enjoy the peace of the gospel. 
All the angels in heaven cannot subdue the heart of a sinner. 
Heart-work is God's work. The great heart-maker must be the 
great heart-breaker: 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


Extract from Allain’s alarm to unconverted sinners. 


“ Sinner thy hopes of comfort while you continue in your sins 
are vain, for sin isa real sickness, yea, the worst of sickness: it 
is a leprosy in the head—the plague in the heart—brokenness in 
the bones—it pierceth with many sorrows—it woundeth—torment” 
eth. A man may as well expect ease when his disease. is at its 
height, or his bones out of joint, as true comfort, while in his 
sins. 

“ O wretched sinner that can have no ease but what comes from 
the deadliness of thy disease ! You will often hear the poor sick 
man saying in his lightness he is well, when you see death in his 
face. He is delirious—so with you; you are not sensible of your 
danger yet in the greatest. 

« Sin doth naturally breed distempers and disturbances in the 
soul; what a ‘continual tempest and commotion is there in 
a discontented mind! What an eating canker is inordinate 
eare? What is passion but a very fever in the soul? What is 
list but a fire in the bones? What is pride but a deadly 
‘Tympary ? or covetousness, but an insatiable and unsufferable 
thirst? or malice and envy but .venom in the heart? Spiritual 
sloth is but a scurvy in the mind: and carnal security, a mortal 
lethargy. How can that soul have true comfort that is under so 
many diseases. But converting grace cures, and so gives present 
ease from all the disorders which sin hath produced; therefore 
sinner I adyise thee to go instantly to the Physician of Souls.” 


a +e 
SELECTED SENTIMENTS. 


( Concluded from frage 671.) 

tis) ; 

The Almighty has borne long with the nations of the earth ; and 
unless a political reformation prevents, national sins will producé 
national. ruin and judgments, Thus history teaches. When 
christianity in the 7 churches was so perverted, abused, and cor- 


reo 


rupted,, that its substance was lost, then Mahomedanism, which 


admits of. no. idolatry, overthrew them. 
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‘The day of vengeance is near. Five swords of the Almighty 
are visible: destructive insects, pestilence, earthquakes, wars, 
and famines. Earthquakes tepeated. In South America alone, 
16 cities were destroyed by them. Priestcraft, with law-establish- 
éd religions are falling : crowned heads, which support iniquity by 
laws, ave totteriig ; and the whole world is in commotion and 
war. Nations, in their political capacities, cannot be judged in 
aother world: therefore, political evils are punished im this 
world: as is evident in the history of the Jews, and other nations. 
Any man of cofisideration, may predict the probable fate of any 
ation, by an €xamination of its moral good and evil, and making 
these the criteria to judge of expected dispensations. Were it 
not for the righteous, who are the salt of the earth, it would be 
inconsistent with the moral character of the Almighty to continue 
the world in existence. Ezek. 14. 

Never Was a time, except that which gave birth to our Saviour, 
&% prépnant with important Events, as the day in which we live: a 
Gay wherein the vintage of the éatth appears ripe for gathering, 
atid ‘casting into the wine-press of the wrath of the omhipotent 
God: whose justice, when administered in the removal of human 
fovernments that are corrupted through moral evils, and are un. 
worthy a longer existence through their incorragibleness, proves 
a mercy to succeeding generations. Goto, now, ye rich men 
weep and howl, for your miseries that shall come upon you.” 
Jaines ¥. Let Wicked ministers and hypocrites be afraid and trem- 
ble ; and rulers attend fo their motives and conduct; .and sinners 
be alarmed and repent ; and backsliders return to God, who hath 
drawn five swords to cut them down. And his swords will rise 
higher and higher, untill it appears, that it is not man’s, but God's 
right to reign, “ on earth as in heaven.” May his kingdom come; 
and the kingdoms of this world, which are now not his, become 
the kingdoms of our lord and his Christ. Tyrannical power, and 
lew-establishments of religion will cease: and then there will be 
Bo ‘nore war ; nation will not lift up.sword against nation; the wolf 
and /amd dwelling together. 

_ Say y* to the righteous it shall be well with him. For blessed is 

he, whose God is the Lord. The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower, into which the righteous run, and are safe.” But cursed 
she, whotrusteth in the arm of flesh.” 
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EXTRACY FROM cCOWPER. 71S 


THE CHARACTER 
OF SOME MODERN RELIGIONISTS. 
[Extracted from Hayley’s Life of Cowper. ] 


“ I say amen with all my heart, to your observations on religious 
characters. Men, who profess themselves adepts in mathemmtical 
Knowledge, in astronomy, or jurisprudence, are generally as well 
qualified as they Would appeat. The reason may be, that they are al- 
ways liable to detection, should they attempt teimpese upon mankind, 
and therefore take care to be what they pretend. In religion aione, 
a profession is often slightly taken up, and slovenly carried on, be- 
cause forsooth, candour and charity requires us to hope the best; 
and to judge favourably of our neighbour; and because it is easy 
to deceive the ignorant, who art a great majority upon this subject, 
Leta man attach himself to a particular party, contend furiously 
for what are propefty called evangelical doctrines, and enlist him- 
self under the banner of some popular preacher, and the business 
is done. Behold, a Christian, a Saint, a Phoenix !—In the mrean 
time, perhaps, his heart and his temper, and even his conduct, ate 
unsanctified 5 possibly less exemplary than those of avowed infi- 
dels. No matterhe can talk~-he has the Shibboleth of the true 
church-the Bible in his pocket and a head well stored with no- 
tions. But the quiet, humble, modest, and peaceable person, who 
is, in his practice, what the other is only in his profession: who 
hates a noise, and therefore makes none ; who knowing the snares 
that are in the world, keeps himself as much out of it as he can, 
and néver enters it but when duty calls, and even then with fear 
and tremblingis the christian that will always stand highest in 
the estimation of those who bring all characters to the test of true 
wisdom, and judge of the tree by its fruit.” 

Jj 


——2 ree 


God’s people are travellers. Sometimes they are in dark lanes 
and decp vallies ; sometimes on the hills of joy, where all is light 
and cheerfull. 


Bigots are stiff, straightened, and confined; like Egyptian 
Mummies, which are bound round with thousands of yards of 
ribbon. 
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Mr. zniror, 

Should the following Copy of a Letter written by Mr. Isaac 
Watts, in 1685, and published in the Evangelical Magazine in 
1805, meet with your approbation, you will, by giving it a place 
in your very useful Monitor, gratify at least a small portion of 
your readers. A SuBsCRIBER. 


AN ORIGINAL LETTER FROM MR. ISAAC WATTS, 
Father of the Rev. Dr. Watts, 


Written to his children when driven from his family by 
persecution ; 
WITH SOME ANECDOTES OF THAT EXCELLENT MAN. 


My dear children, 

Though it hath pleased the only wise God to suffer the 
malice of ungodly men, the enemies of Jesus Christ (and my en- 
emies for his sake) to break out so far against me as to remove 
me from you in my personal habitation, thereby at once bereav- 
ing me of that comfort which I might have hoped for in the en- 
joyment of my family in peace, and you of that education, which 
my love as a father and duty as.a parent, required me to give ; yet 
such are the longings of my soul for your good and prosperity, 
especially in spiritual concernments, that I remember you always 
with myself in my daily addresses to the throne of grace. Though 
I cannot speak to you, yet I pray for you; and do hope, that my’ 
God will hear me, and, in due time, bring me to live again 
amongst you, if he shall see such a mercy fit to be bestowed on 
meoryou. Howsoever, we must endeavour, by patient waiting 
to submit to his will without murmuring ; and not to think amiss 
of his chastising us, knowing that all his works are the products 
of infinite wisdom ; his designs are the advancement of his own 
glory ; and his ends towards his people their sanctification and sal- 
yatie-, which shall certainly be accomplished at last, however his 
great providences may seem contrary to itas to our apprehensions. 

My dear children, since in this my absence from you, it is the 
desire of one of you (that is my eldest son) to have a line of coun- 
sel from his father, I hope he has but mentioned it as the mouth 
for himself and the rest of you that are anywise capable of under* 
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standing, and that it will be acceptable to you all, and regarded 
by you: and, therefore, I shall write in general terms to you all 
that can understand it at present ; and to the rest as they grow up 
to understand it, if you will keep it, or copy it for them ; for 
though I am not altogether without hopes of seeing you again, yet 
I am nowise certain of it, all our time being in God’s hand; but 
I would have you know that you have yet a father that loves you. 
Iam glad to hear such a desire from any of you, and willing 
heartily to comply with it, so far as my time and the many disad- 
vantageous circumstances that attend me will permit ; which take 
as followeth : 

ist, I charge you frequently to read the holy Scriptures :. and 
that not as a task or burden laid on you, but get your hearts to de- 
light in them ; there are the only pleasant histories which are cer- 
tainly true, and greatly profitable ; there are abundance of preci- 
ous promises made to sinners, such as you are by nature; there 
are sweet invitations and counsels of God and Christ to come in 
and lay hold of them; there are the choice heavenly sayings and 
sermons of the Son of God, the blessed prophets, and apostles 
Above all books and writings, account the Bible the best, read it 
most, and lay up the truths of it in your hearts: therein is re- 
vealed the whole will of God for the rule of man’s faith and obedi- 
ence, which he must believe and do, to be holy here and happy 
hereafter. Let all the knowledge and learning you attain by other 
books, both at school and at home, be improved, as servants to 
help you the better to understand God’s word in all the severa, 
tongues wherein you read it. I am the larger upon this head, 
because therein you ray come to know your duty to God and 
man; and, indeed, the sum of all the counsel I can give you, 
necessary for the regulating your behaviour towards God and man 
in every station, place, and condition of your lives, is contained 
in that blessed word of God, which pronounceth a blessing to. 
those that read and hear it, and keep the things that are therein 
written. 

2ndly, Consider seriously and often of the sinful and misera- 
ble estate you are in by nature, from the guilt of original sin, 
which came in by the fall of our first parents ; also of the increas- 
ing of that guilt by your own transgressions, and that you are lia» 
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ble to eternal wrath thereupon; also think of the way of faliew 
man’s recovery by grace, according to the foundation-principles 
of the true christian religion, which you have learned in your 
Catechism ; and beg of God, by prayer, to give you understand- 
ing in them, and faith to believe in Jesus Christ, and an heart 
willing to yickd obedience to his gospel commands in all things. 

Though you cannot tell how to pray as you should do, nor in 
any order, yet, be not afraid nor ashamed to try. Go aside my 
dear-children, and think in your minds what it is that you want to 
muke you holy and happy. Tell God that you want pardon of 
sin, a soft, tender, and sanctified heart, a portion of the Spirits 
&c. ; and then beg God to help yourto pray for those u:ings, and 
to teach you to pray, and to pardon the iniquities of your | rayers. 
My children, though it may want a form of words, yet if the 
heart be in it, this is prayer, and such a prayer too a‘. God will 
hear and acccept; for he despises not the day of emall -hings, nor 
little ones ; but loves to sce them come and tell hin what they 
woukl huve. Tell him you would pray better, but you cannot, 
till he pleases to help you. My children, if you de but use this 
way, you shall find that in time you will come to have praying 
gifts and praying graces too; “ for to them that ask, it shall be 
given :” it will be your excellency, your honour, and your great 
profit to begin betimes to be praying christians. Prayer is the 
character of a child of God, the best remedy fer soul-ciseases, 
and the best weapon for a saint’s defence! “God will pour oa; 
his wrath upon them that call not on his name.” 

Sdly, Learn to know God according to the discoveries he hath 
made of himself, in and by his word, imal] bis glorious attributes 
and infinite perfections ;-especially learn ‘to know him in and 
through the Lord Jesus ‘Christ, and to be acquainted with this 
blessed Redeemer of God’s elect, who hath paid so great a price-. 
as his own blood for the ransom of your souls; thereby satisfying 
Divine Justice, purchasing peace and reconciliation for sinners, 
Labour to believe that this. was done for your souls ;, and look up. 
on yourselves bound, as the Lord’s redeemed, to walk in.all ho-. 
ly conversation and godliness. Know, that if Jesus Christ had 
uot come and suffered in the flesh, thereby underteking and ac- 
complishing the work of Redemption, there had been ne remedy + 
but you must have perished for cyer! 
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4th, Remember that God is your Creator, from whom you re- 
ceived life and being ; and as such, you are bound to worship him ; 
—much more, when you consider that he is your Benefactor, from 
the fountain of whose goodness all your mercies come. Now, 
upon both these accounts, the best of vour time and abilities are 
required in his service ; and the earlier you begin to devote your- 
selves to his service, the abler you will be to perform it, accepta- 
bly, the greater will be your honour here, and your glory hereaf- 
ter; though you must not expect to merit aught at his hands, by 
way of merit for what you can do, yet certain itis, that Jesus Christ 
will reward every one according to his works ; and we are bidden 
to look to the recompence of reward, in that sense, after Moses’ 
example; and it isno small commendation and honour tobe an 
eld disciple of Christ. 

5th, Know this, that as you must worship God, so it must be in 
his own ways, with true worship and in a right manner: that is, 
according to the rules of the gospel, and not accerding to the in- 
ventions or traditions of mén. Consider, that Idolatry and Super- 
stition are both abominable to God. Now Idolatry is the worship- 
ping of idols, images, pictures, or any creatures or representa. 
tions, as the Heathens do; orcrucifixes and consecrated bread, 
as the Papistsdo. Either to worship these as God, or to worship God 
by and under them, asthe children of Israeldid the moltencalf ; orte 
worship God in afalse manner, is idolatry; and no idolaters must en- 
ter into Heaven. Superstition is to make additions of ordinances or 
ceremonies to‘'God’s worship more than he hath appointed, though 
they have ever so fair pretences for them. Take heed, my children, 
of these things. - It is not enough to say that such things are not 
forbidden in scripture ;: but you must see whether they are 
commanded there, or else obey them not. | 

6th, Entertain not in your hearts any of the Popish doctrines, 
ofhaving more Mediators than one ; namely, the Lord Jesus ;— 
of praying to the Virgin Mary, or any other saints or angels; for 
saints and angels, though in heayen, yet they are creatures ; and 
prayer is a divine worship due to none but God the Father, Sons 
and Spirit : also avoid their doctrine of meriting by works of obe- 
dience ; for there is some sinthet pollutes our best duties, and we 
can deserve nothing at God’s hand but wrath :—all the good we 
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receive comes of his free grace. Their doctrine also of Purys- 
tory 1s abominable ; for there is no middle place for souls to ga 
to—there is only Heaven and Hell: also, their doctrine that the 
Pope can forgive sins isa lie ; for he is a wicked n.an himeelf, and 
must go to hell, unless God forgive him : also, their turning the 
bread into the very body of Jesus Christ by a priest’s words,— 
this is a falsehood, and notorious idolatry. Many other erroneous 
and damnable doctrines they own, which I cannot enlarge upon ; 
but you must receive no doctrine, but such as is rightly built up- 
on the holy Scriptures. My children pray te God to give you 
the knowledge of the truth, and to keep you from error, for it is 
avery dangerous time you are like to live in. ¢ 

7th, Do not entertain any hard thoughts of God, or of his ways, 
because his people are persecuted for them ; for Jesus Christ 
himself was persecuted to death by wicked men, for preaching the 
truth and doing good ; and the holy apostles and prophets were 
cruelly used for serving God in his own way. The wicked ones 
of the world are the seed of the serpent; and they will always 
hate the people of God, torment and seek to destroy them ; and 
God suffers them to do so, not for want of love to his people, bu 
to purge their sins by chastisement: to try their graces and fit 
them for Heaven, till the wicked. have filled up the measure of 
their iniquities, and many other holy reasons: therefore if you 
should come to live very poor, for the gospel’s sake; be contented 
with it, and bless God for every mercy you ‘receive ; and know 
this, that poor-ones are heirs of glory as well as rich ones. 

(To be continued. ) 





LINES. 

Composed on seeing the unfinished likeness of Master CHaRLEs 
Howarp Bropueap,-a child whom God visited with peculiar 
grace in his last sickness. 

The path of the just is as the shining light 3 that shineth more 
and more unto the perfett daym—Proy, iv. 18. 


Watpo, catch the gilded shade ; 
*T will delight a mother’s eye 5 

Paint the shining path he made 
Passing to his native sky. 
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Scatter light with every touch ; 
Still the painted path is dim : 

You can never shed too much 
On the exit made by him. 


Dark he was, as planets are, 
When bereft of borrow’d rays, 
But a pencil from afar 
*Round the ascending body plays. 


Jesus smiles on death’s sad face, 
And tis neither day nor night, 

But the dawning morn of grace 
Twinkling into perfect light. 


One such star, to our dim eyes, 
Passing through our dusky air, 
Seems a thousand as he flies 
To the “ milky way”’ most fair. 


There bright constellation’s roll 
In their orbits round the throne, 
Mov’d by one pervading soul 
Through the spacious infant zone. 


O for Hereschels glass to see 
Howarp and his brother shine : 
Sure they are, sweet James, with thee, ... 
Glowing in the Jight divine. 


Other little stars are near, 
Form’d into a group of love ; 

And methinks my list’ning ear 
Hears their music from above. 


«“ Jesus, lover of our race, 
Slain to bring us infants nigh, 
Lo! thy plenitude of grace 
Flows to friends still doom’d to die. 








SACRED CONCERT. 
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« But onus, thou King of Kings, 
Heavenly glories now unfold ; 

Praise him saints with all your strings, 
Praise him en your harps of gold.” 


SACRED CONCERT. 

In consequence of a meeting of the Synod ef the Dutch Re. 
formed Church in New-York, the Sacred Concert. for the bencft 
of the Orphan Asylum will not take place untill Monday the 
10th inst. at 7 o’clock, when the exercise will be as follows :— 





Parr Ist. Parr 2d. 
Voluntary on the Organ, Catten Hill. 
Prayer, Music Arne. 
Overture Organ. Chorus, Ah, wretch- 
100th Psalm—Audience in full ed Israel Handet 
chorus, Dizlogue Hymn ‘Dr. Burney, 
Allen Hill. Rejoice Q Judah Handel. 

' Penitent Lockhart. Origival Ode, written for the 
Lambeth do. occasion, by the Rev. J. Mars- 
Upton Dr. Arnold den, and set to music by 
Easter Madam. - , .Mr. Hill. 
Thanksgiving Reeve. Finale Handel. 
With pious hearts Handel. Prayer. 

Air in Ariadne—Organ accom- 


panied ‘ : 

N. B. Tickets for the above Concert, may be had at the Office 
of the Christian Monitor, at No. 57 Liberty-St. corner of Nas- 
sau-St. (opposite the New Dutch Church) and at the principal 


Book-stores in the City.+—Price 50 cents. 
- ——e- 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
' F. was received too late for insertion agreeable to the writers 


request. 
’ It is not consistent with the general plan of our work, to insert 


Orron. 


“=a 
REMOVAL. 


The Office of the Christian Monitor is remoyed to No. 57 Lib- 
erty-St. corner of. Liberty and Nassau-Sts. opposite the New 
Dutch Church, and such of our subscribers as have removed from 
their usual places of residence, are requested to give notice at the 
Office that they may be regularly served with the Monitor. 








